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Emerging Young
Leaders Visit Our
Nation’s Capital

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

Emerging Young Leaders

S T. PETERSBUR G After months of planning, 21
Emerging Young Leaders
(EYL) took a journey to
Washington, DC during the
spring break from middle
school.
The Em erging Young
Le a d e r s pr ogr am is the
sorority’s signature program
un d e r the I nter na tional
President Carolyn House
Stewart’s program: “Global
Leadership Through Timeless
Service.” The EYL program
targets middle school girls in
grades 6-8 with programs
focused on leadership development, civic engagement,
enhanced academic preparation and character building.
In seeking to uphold the
civic engagement initiative,
the ladies of Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. in
partnership with the Youth
Development Foundation
offered the EYLs an experience of a lifetime!
After viewing the
Washington Monument upon
arrival, it was a non-stop trip
of memories. The EYLs took
the DC Monuments By
M o o n l i g h t To u r , w h i c h

included an extended stop at
the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Monument, participated in an
informative and inspirational
trip to Howard University, and
visited the White House
Visitors Center and the South
Lawn for photo opportunities.
The four day trip included
several highlights, including a
pass to the Supreme Court (to
witness the oral arguments
related to the Affo rd ab l e
Hea lth C are A ct ), an d an
escorted tour of the Pentagon
where the EYLs met General
Wolfenbeger, the first FourStar Female General, and the
Chief of Staff of the Air Force.
They completed the tour by
signing a commemorative
rec ord a s the y p ai d t h ei r
respects in remembrance of
911.
The EYLs also took a tour
of the Capital Building and
had the opportunity to sit in
the Ga lley and v i ew o u r
nation’s leaders in action on
the Congressional floor. While
seated in the Galley, the
EYLs were able to hear
Congresswoman Fredrica

LEADERS

continued on pg. 4
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Tu rn o n C NN’s Nan cy
Grace any night of the week and
y o u ’l l s ee a s t o ry ab o u t a
missing woman or child.

However, minorities are largely
underrepresented on that
program and countless of other
magazine and talk shows.
For years now America has
been captivated with the

Photographs courtesy of blackandmissing.com
m i s s i n g o f S t a c y P e t e r s o n had a Lifetime Original Movie
believed to have been murdered in their honors. But where are
by her cop husband in 2007, and the talk shows and movies about
Natelee Holloway who went
missing in Aruba back in 2005.
continued on pg. 3
Both of these young ladies have
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BY GARY FINEOUT AND
BRENDAN FARRINGTON

JACKSONVILLE,
Fla.
(AP) - Amid furious public
pressure to make an arrest in the
killing of Trayvon Martin, the
special prosecutor on the case
went for the maximum
Wednesday, bringing a seconddegree murder charge against
the
neighborhood
watch
volunteer who shot the unarmed
black teenager.
George Zimmerman, 28,
was jailed in Sanford the site of
the shooting Feb. 26 that set off
a nationwide debate over racial
profiling and self-defense on a
charge that carries a minimum
of 25 years in prison and a
maximum sentence that could
put him in prison for life.
In announcing the arrest,
prosecutor Angela Corey would

not discuss how she reconciled
the conflicting accounts of what
happened or explain how she
arrived at the charges, saying
too much information had been
made public already. But she
made it clear she was not influenced by the uproar over the
past six weeks.
``We do not prosecute by
public pressure or by petition.
We prosecute based on the facts
on any given case as well as the
laws of the state of Florida,''
Corey said.
Martin's parents, who were
in Washington when the
announcement came, expressed
relief over the decision to
prosecute the killer of their 17year-old son.
``The question I would
really like to ask him is, if he
could look into Trayvon's eyes
and see how innocent he was,

would he have then pulled the
trigger? Or would he have just
let him go on home?'' said his
father, Tracy Martin.
Many legal experts had
expected the prosecutor to opt
for the lesser charge of
manslaughter, which usually
carries 15 years behind bars and
covers reckless or negligent
killings, rather than seconddegree murder, which involves
a killing that results from a
``depraved''
disregard
for
human life.
The most severe homicide
charge, first-degree murder, is
subject to the death penalty in
Florida and requires premeditationsomething that all sides
agreed was not present in this
case.
``I predicted manslaughter,
so I'm a little surprised,'' said
Michael Seigel, a former federal

Trayvon Martin

prosecutor who now teaches
law at the University of Florida.
``But she has more facts than I

MARTIN

continued on pg. 3
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• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.

• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.

• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) - The
current state of our
economy has raised questions about
whether today’s kids will be better
or worse off than their parents. But,
as a physician and father, I question
whether they will be healthy
enough to even live longer than
their parents. Today, more physicians than ever are treating children
for “adult” diseases like diabetes,
hypertension and even heart
disease. So, we should be equally
concerned about the future of their
health as we are about their wealth.
This Black History Month and
Heart Health Month, I decided to
write an open letter to African
American parents, urging you to
start a family legacy of good health.
The future of our children depends
on it.
It’s no secret that heart disease,

try a low- or no-calorie version or
drink from a smaller cup.
Another problem I often see in
my practice is the idea that kids
need to “clean their plate.” This was
once a good rule, but now that we
are feeding our children adult-sized
portions, it can be dangerous. With
my daughter, I allow her to decide
when she’s full – clean plate or not
– because kids are good at saying
when they’ve had enough. So, next
time you sit down to dinner, put a
little less on your child’s plate and
listen when they tell you they’re
full. It might also help you rethink
the amount on your plate, too.
Lastly, family time shouldn’t
only be TV time. Get up and be
active together. If your kids are
jumping around with their Wii, join
them. If they’re playing tag in the
backyard, be “it.” One thing I love
to do with my daughter is dance
because it’s good exercise and lets
us be silly together. Leaving a
legacy of good health doesn’t have

( Tr i c e E d n e y
Wire.com) —
Trayvon
Martin
was shot to death in Sanford, Fla.
He was there visiting his father
while suspended from school. He
was suspended in February after
school officials claimed to have
found marijuana “residue” in his
book bag. No actual contraband
was found; no arrest or citations
were issued by police.
When news of the suspension
was leaked, Sybrina Fulton,
Trayvon’s mother, was understandably outraged. “They killed
my son,” she said, “and now they
are trying to kill his reputation.”
But in part because the man who
killed Trayvon remains uncharged
and at large, the leak served mostly
to shine a glaring spotlight on
the racially skewed suspension
policies in our public schools.
Early last month, the U.S.
Department of Education released
a report on school equity issues

that revealed that minority students face “much harsher discipline” than whites in our public
schools. African Americans were
more than three times more likely
to be suspended or expelled than
white students. More than 70
percent of students arrested or
handed over to law enforcement in
school were black or Hispanic.
Chicago’s schools rank among
the worst in racial discrepancy.
African American students represented 42 percent of the Chicago
Public School enrollment in 200910, but 76 percent of these students
received at least one out-of-school
suspension that year. African
American students were five times
as likely to be suspended as their
white classmates.
Students from Voices of Youth
in Chicago Education calculated
that students lost a stunning
306,731 days of school last year
due to out-of-school suspensions.
VOYCE made the common sense
conclusion: Public schools are too
quick to suspend, particularly for
nonviolent incidents, and too

seldom do they talk out problems
with students.
“We need a discipline code
that works for all students, not one
t h at s en d s b l ack an d L at i n o
students a path to prison,” said
Victor Alquicera, a Roosevelt
High School student. (The protests
have had an effect, with expulsion
rate dropping 43 percent compared
to last year, according to school
officials.)
Alquicera has it right: fiveand 10-day suspensions are brutal
punishments. They put kids on the
street. They put them behind in
class work. They label them for
trouble. There is a range of
positive interventions that could be
done — including personal
meetings, restorative justice,
classroom management and a
range of in-school discipline. The
vast bulk of the suspensions are for
disruptive, nonviolent behavior.
These are kids in need of discipline, not in need of suspension.
U.S. Secretary of Education
Arne Duncan admitted he was
“troubled” by the data.
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to be serious and boring, so have
fun with it.
This isn’t a letter of “shoulda,
coulda, wouldas” because I understand food is a cultural and satisfying experience. Rather, it is a
challenge for you to take inventory
of your family’s health habits and
make small adjustments that could
bring about big changes. Studies
show that just a small weight loss
can reduce the risk of heart disease,
diabetes and other diseases.
So this month and year round
I’m taking a pledge, and I hope you
will too: I pledge to leave my
daughter with better health habits
than the generation before her. I
will leave her with less risk for
heart disease, diabetes and obesity.
I will be active for her and with her.
And I will make decisions that set
her on the path to good health for
the rest of her life.
Go o d l u c k c r e a t i n g y o u r
family’s good health legacy for this
generation and the next.

“The undeniable truth is that
the everyday education experience
for many students of color violates
the principle of equity at the heart
of the American promise,” he said.
“It is our collective duty to change
that.”
We have moved to a multirac i a l s o c i e t y, b u t w e h a v e
not moved beyond disparate
treatment.
It is time to revisit the U.S.
Commission on Civil Rights; it has
been noticeably absent in this
crisis in Sanford. In the great
legacy of Theodore Hesburgh and
Mary Frances Berry, I would
appeal to the president to take this
opportunity to reconstruct and
revitalize the commission and
charge it once more with investigating discriminatory practices,
rousing public concern and forcing
the pace of reform.
The effort to diminish Trayvon
Martin’s reputation succeeds only
in raising questions about whether
young African American men can
gain equal protection under the
law.
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An Open Letter to Parents:
Leave A Legacy of Health Not Just Wealth
obesity and diabetes are taking a
toll on our families and our communities at a rate higher than any other
ethnic group in the country. And it
is mostly preventable. As a father to
a six year old, I know “Do as I say,
not as I do” doesn’t work when kids
are watching and mimicking your
every move. Therefore, as parents,
we have to take the first steps
toward building a healthy, active
lifestyle for ourselves with hopes
that our kids will “do as we do.”
Contrary to what you might
think, taking those steps doesn’t
mean cutting out the things you
enjoy – doing that can actually lead
to weight gain. To be honest, I’m
not giving up my favorite foods and
beverages, and neither should you.
It’s really about making better
decisions. If you use two sticks of
butter in your famous peach
cobbler, use one or a healthier
butter substitute. If you use salt
pork in collard greens, try smoked
turkey instead. Or, if you love soda,
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Zetas Present Community
Women Of The Year
Speaker Challenged All Women to Join Together to Make Changes

ST. PETERSBURG – Last
month the St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church was filled with
an excited audience awaiting the
presentation of the ladies chosen
by Zeta Phi Beta Sorority as
“Community Women of the
Year.” They were not disappointed as Ms. Katrina Holley,
Mrs. Mamie Rogers, and Dr.
Yvonne Williams were praised
for their community service.
These ladies are true examples
of leadership, integrity, and finer
womanhood, three of the characteristics in the sorority’s criteria for
selection of honorees. Each of the
honorees was lauded for her performance on every job, committee
or community project to which she
was assigned or volunteered.
Ms. Holley is the
Administrative Assistant at the
Word of Life Fellowship Church.
In addition to working closely with
the pastor, she is also the director of
the Life Christian University of
Pinellas, and she works with the
Food Bank and various other
programs and ministries of the
church. Within the community,
she works s with the NAACP, the
Sickle Cell Association of Pinellas,
the Leukemia Society, and the
National Kidney Foundation.
Prior to beginning her work at
Word of Life, Ms. Holley was
Director of the National Marrow
Donor Program at Florida Blood
Services. She holds degrees in
social work, nursing, and theology.
Mrs. Mamie Rogers is a
retired registered nurse with AA
and BA degrees in nursing. Often
requested to speak at community
programs or present workshops,
she adds tutoring and mentoring
student nurses to her list of
services. She continues to work
within her church, St. Mark
Missionary Baptist, and her
community affiliations include the
National Council of Negro

From left to right, Dr. Cynthia White, Dr. Yvonne Williams,
Katrina Holley, Kareesa Keys, Jo Lampley, and Lisa Wilson.

Women, the Black Nurses
Association, and the Iota Phi
Lambda Sorority.
Dr. Yvonne Williams is
Curriculum Designer for St.
Petersburg College’s Allstate
Center and Professor of Statistics at
Barry University and Eckerd
College. She is a member of the St.
Petersburg Alumnae Chapter of
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, where
she chairs the Economic
Development program. She is also
a member of First Baptist
Institutional Church and Midtown
Rotary. Her community volunteer
activities have included work with
the Pinellas County Urban League
Guild, the College Reach Out
Program, and R’Club, in addition
to serving on the board of directors
for numerous organizations and
agencies.
Dr. Cynthia White, the
speaker for the occasion, related
that “many more women could be
honored within our community, for
there are so many who find a way
to lift up families and children in
the community as they try to bear
burdens that children should not
have to bear.”
Dr. White noted that very few
of us have been successful without
the help of someone else; therefore,
our shared goal should be to work
in harmony to create opportunities
for success throughout the

community. “We cannot measure
our success in life by what we have
personally accomplished, but by
the people we have helped.”
Chapter honorees included
Ms.Kareesa Keys as Zeta of the
Year, Mrs. Josephine Lampley as
Amicae of the Year, and Nya
Wilson as Zeta Youth of the Year.
Additional program participants included Lisa Wilson, the
local Zeta President, who served as
Mistress of Ceremonies, Josephine
Lampley, Daphne Miller, Kay
Mullen, Brandie Macon, and Dr.
Juanita Wilson. Music was
provided by the Voices of the
Dove, a quintet formed by Yvonne
King, Rosa Nesbitt, Helen Shaw,
B et t y S m i t h , an d E l o i s e
Thompson, accompanied on piano
by Ivan Shumate.
The event committee included
Sueise Edwards, Kareesa Keys,
Eloise Thompson Lisa Wilson, and
Emma Cavin as chairperson.
The Social/Courtesy Committee,
comprised of Alma Bell, Tamikia
Berry, Kay Mullen, Helen Shaw,
and Mary Turner provided refreshments.
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority is a
community-conscious, actionoriented Greek lettered organization, headquartered in Washington,
DC. It was organized on the
campus of Howard University in
1920.

Africa’s Future In
African Hands

ST. PETERSBURG - On
May 2, African midwife Mary
Koroma will visit the Bay Area to
share her heroic story of triumph
over infant and maternal
mortality in Sierra Leone. Nurse
Mary is the leader of the Sierra
Leone (West Africa) branch of
the All African People’s
Development and Empowerment
Project (AAPDEP).
As featured speaker in the
“Africa’s Future in African
Hands” tour, Koroma aims to
promote awareness of and support
for wellness and economic development programs in Africa.
Sierra Leone has the world’s
highest rate of maternal mortality
with 1 in 8 women at risk of dying
during childbirth. Sierra Leone
also has one of the highest global
rates of infant mortality with 123
of every 1000 babies not surviving
to the age of one.
Under Nurse Mary’s leadership, AAPDEP Sierra Leone
provides expectant mothers with
skilled care through a number of
grassroots projects. She founded
the AAPDEP-WIND Health and
Birth Clinic, where over two
hundred patients are treated each
month. AAPDEP also provides
training and certification for “traditional birth attendants”, relied on by
African women who are unable to
access costly and distant hospitals.
Nurse Mary has spearheaded projects to raise resources to

sustain the clinic while meeting
the needs of the community,
inc luding four m u l t i -acre
vegetable farms, a community
fishing project, a vocational
institute and a nursery school.
Koroma is traveling throughout the U.S. to share her experience
of community led development,
where African people identify their
own needs and work together to
create solutions, a very different
model from that of charity organizations that are often criticized for
fostering dependency.
According to event organizer
Camilla Hippolyte, “Despite the
great barriers to health care faced
by Sierra Leone’s people, this is
not a tour emphasizing charity
and hopelessness.
“Nurse Mary’s work demonstrates how African people in
Sierra Leone, and beyond, have
organized in their own interest to
provide quality health care and
economic development for their
communities. Rather than waiting
for charities or the government to
implement band-aid projects at
their whim, the people of Sierra
Leone, under the leadership of
AAPDEP and Nurse Mary, have
exhibited true self-determination
by coming together to create their
own programs to combat the
deaths of mothers and babies in
their community,”
The event will take place
Wednesday, May 2 at 6:30 p.m. in

Nurse Mary

the popular community art space at
1 0 0 0 C e n t r a l Av e n u e i n
downtown St. Petersburg. It’s free
and open to the public, who will
have the opportunity to contribute
skills or resources to the expansion
of the Sierra Leone clinic.
AAPDEP is actively
recruiting scientists, engineers
and volunteers from all fields to
help develop their international
projects focusing on renewable
energy electrification, rainwater
harvesting, well-building, water
purification, ecological sanitation, farming and community
health workers training.
On May 6, Nurse Mary will
also speak at the regular 4 p.m.
Sunday community meeting at
the Uhuru House, located at 1245
18th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
For more information, visit
developmentforafrica.org or
call 727-683-9949.

HUD To Provide Housing
Assistance To 100 Homeless Vets

PINELLAS COUNTY Another 100 homeless veterans in
Pinellas County will receive
housing through the HUDVeterans Affairs Supportive
Housing program announced by
HUD last week.
“It’s a national disgrace that
one out of every six men and
women in our shelters once wore a
uniform to serve our country,” said
HUD Secretary Donovan. “But we
know that by providing housing
assistance and case management
services, we can significantly
reduce the number of veterans
living on our streets. Working
together, HUD, VA and local
housing agencies are making real
progress toward ending veteran
homelessness once and for all.”

VA Medical Centers work
closely with homeless veterans
then refer them to public housing
agencies for these vouchers,
based upon a variety of factors,
most importantly the duration of
the homelessness and the need
for longer term more intensive
support to obtain and maintain
permanent housing. The HUDVASH program includes both
the rental assistance, voucher
provisions and the comprehensive case management that
VAMC staff provides. Veterans
participating in the HUD-VASH
program rent privately owned
housing and generally contribute
no more than 30 percent of their
income toward rent.
“Our goal is to work with the

Bay Pines VAMC to get homeless
veterans in Pinellas County
housed in their own apartment as
soon as possible” said Debra
Johnson, PCHA’s Executive
Director. As employment and
training are also key elements to
ending veteran’s homelessness.
PCHA stands committed to
working with veterans to coordinate PCHA’s Self-Sufficiency
program services and resources to
further assist veterans in overcoming the barriers they experience, and to help them in
becoming self-sufficient.
To learn more about the
HUD-VASH program at PCHA,
call 727-443-7684, ext. 3042 or
ca l l t h e B a y P i n e s VA M C
directly at (727) 398-6661.

MISSING

continued from front page

the countless missing black
women in America?
According to the FBI, last
year a total of 270,680 minorities were reported missing in the
United States (out of 678,860
for all races). Yet, public
attention is mainly focused on
white women who have
vanished.
The non-profit organization
Black and Missing Foundation
(BAM) was established to bring
aw a r e n e s s t o t h e p l i g h t o f
missing persons of color in
America.
Co-Founder and former law
enforcement officer Derrica
Wilson of Black and Missing
ex p r e s s e d t h a t “ F o r m a n y
years, the minority community
has been a severely underserved
portion of the population in the
media mainstream when it
comes to missing persons.”
BAM utilizes a broad range
of direct advertising techniques
to generate widespread
knowledge of its commitment to
the safe return of missing
persons. It includes their
website, ads in print publicat i on s g e a r e d t o w a r d t h e
minority community, banner
advertisements on social networking websites, brochures,
flyers, television, and radio.
Their website also has an
automated technology database
that allows photos to rotate on
its “home page.”
The organization’s mission
is to ensure that missing persons
of color receive the exposure
needed to be reunited with their
loved ones. Since it’s inception
in 2008, over 70 people have
been found. But more is needed.

MARTIN

continued from front page

do.''
Zimmerman's new attorney,
Mark O'Mara, said Zimmerman
will plead not guilty and will
invoke
Florida's
powerful
``stand your ground'' law, which
gives people wide leeway to use
deadly force without having to
retreat in the face of danger.
The lawyer asked that
people not jump to conclusions
about his client's guilt and said
he is ``hoping that the
community will calm down''
now that charges have been
filed.
``I'm expecting a lot of work
and hopefully justice in the
end,'' O'Mara said.
Zimmerman, whose father
is white and whose mother
Hispanic, turned himself in

S. Epatha Merkerson, “Find Our Missing”

What better way to get the
word out about the missing than
to be featured on television.
Knowing the power of such
exposure, the foundation has
teamed up with TV One to make
the series “Find Our Missing,”
which tells the stories behind
the disappearances.
The effort centers on a
docu-drama series hosted by
Emmy and Golden Globe
Aw a r d - w i n n i n g a c t r e s s S .
Epatha Merkerson. The show is
designed to put names and faces
on people of color that have disappeared without a trace.
In a newsletter, Co-Founder
of Black and Missing
Foundation, Natalie Wilson
stated: “Our partnership with
TV One on this new series will

provide extra visibility to help
law enforcement and Black and
Missing Foundation, Inc bring
more missing persons home.
Getting the message out as
broadly as possible is the best
way to help find our missing
persons.”
With the efforts of BAM
and TV One, the faces of those
missing in America will not just
be white. Nancy Grace may not
feature many missing persons of
color, but “Find Our Missing”
will. Check your local listings
for times.
Also, log on to blackandmissing.com, where you can
search a database arranged by
state, or find out how to report a
missing loved one.

earlier in the day and will make
a court appearance as early as
Thursday, when his lawyer
plans to ask for bail.
Corey's decision followed
an
extraordinary
45-day
campaign by Martin's parents to
have Zimmerman arrested
despite his claim that he shot in
self-defense. They were joined
by civil rights activists such as
Jesse Jackson and Al Sharpton,
as well as many politicians and
supporters in Sanford and cities
across the nation.
Protesters wore hooded
sweatshirts like the one Martin
had on. And the debate reached
all the way to the White House,
where President Barack Obama
observed last month: ``If I had a
son, he'd look like Trayvon.''
Zimmerman's
brother
Robert Zimmerman told CNN
on Wednesday night: ``Our

brother literally had to save his
life by taking a life. And that's a
situation nobody wants to be in,
ever.''
On Tuesday, Zimmerman's
former lawyers portrayed him
as erratic and in precarious
mental condition. O'Mara, who
signed on after Zimmerman's
previous attorneys withdrew,
said that Zimmerman seemed to
be in a good state of mind but
that the pressure had weighed
mightily on him.
Outside Sanford City Hall,
Stacy Davis, a black woman,
said she was glad to see
Zimmerman under arrest.
``It's not a black or white
thing for me. It's a right or
wrong thing. He needed to be
arrested,'' she said. ``I'm happy
because maybe that boy can get
some rest.''
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Students To Be Honored
For Accomplishments

BY PAOLA EVERETT
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS
BUREAU

S T. P E T E R S B U R G Twenty students will receive
money for their academic and
artistic accomplishments.
The outstanding middle and
high school students will be
honored for their work at a
ceremony on May 8 as part of
the Mayor’s Youth Showcase of
Achievements Award Program.
Each winner will receive a $500
savings account, courtesy of
Florida Central Credit Union.
“We had around 500 applications last year,” said Robert
Norton, Teen Arts, Sports &
Cultural Opportunities Program
s u p e r v i s o r ( TA S C O ) . “ We
expect similar results this year.”
All Pinellas County qualifying students are eligible for the
money. Students can apply for
up to four of 10 categories,
which vary from academic
achievements and business
enterprise to fine arts and performing arts. To apply, students
submit essays of 200 to 1000

LEADERS

continued from front page

Wi l son of M iami, also a
member of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority Inc., make
passionate remarks fo r t h e
C o n g r e s s i o n a l Record
regarding the Trayvon Martin
issue.
The EYLs also visited the
Museum of American History

words and appropriate documentation depending on the
category.
Gibbs High School, an arts
and business magnet school, is
spreading the word among
students through posters and
flyers.
“It’s very important for
students to take advantage of
this opportunity,” said Sherry
Howard, Gibbs High School’s
Family & Community Liaison.
“It allows them to expand their
horizon outside of academics
and creates an avenue to a
potential career path.”
The award ceremony at the
Mahaffey Theater will feature
live present at i o n s b y t h e
performing arts candidates.
Applicants receive two free
tickets to the ceremony; others
must pay a $5 fee to attend.
TASCO Teen Programs,
located on 1320 Fifth St. N, is
presenting the awards.
TASC O o ffers m u l t i p l e
technology-based classes
during the year. Classes offered
this upcoming summer include
Photoshop Photography starting

and explored exhibits which
included the Gowns of the First
Ladies and the Inauguration
Gown of First Lady Michelle
Obama.
For the l ad i es o f Z et a
Upsilon Omega Chapter who
served as Chaperones, it truly
felt like “mission accomplished” as the girls shared
stories and pictures of their most
memorable moments.

May 19, and Photoshop on the
Edge beginning May 26.
“T h e cl as s es are g o o d
because they provide a safe
environment and positive role
models, while teaching relevant
and useful skills using cuttingedge technology, giving them
job skills for the future or
simply a fun hobby,” said Yancy
Go t s h al l , a TAS C O y o u t h
development employee.
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate journalism students. NNB serves
Midtown and surrounding communities. To report your community
news, call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Online at
nnbnews.com
Many thanks to General
Lloyd “Fig” Newton,
Congresswoman Betty Castor,
the Junior League of St
P e t e r s b u r g , t h e Yo u t h
Development Foundation and
Juvenile Welfare Board for their
assistance and or financial
support for a historical, life
changing and fun lesson in civic
engagement.

Retired Military Officers

Lt. Col. Jack Packer, USAR

Jack Packer, the youngest
of three brothers, was born and
reared in Panama City,
Florida. Although the town is
relatively small, it is located
right in one of the state’s most
beautiful beach and resort
areas.
As boys, however, the
Packers were far more
concerned about what was
going on in the classrooms of
Rosenwald High School, his
after school activities, his
academic standing, and the
plans his parents were making
for him and his brothers. All
of them were diligent students,
but Jack Packer can boast of
being the number three person
in his class. The Packer
brothers were outstanding in
many ways.
When asked if he was
involved in sports, Packer
re v e a l e d t h a t h e p l a y e d
baseball, basketball, and the
drums in the marching band.
He did not do much with
football. “I tried out for
football also,” he said, “but
after just one day of coming
home with bloody clothes, my
mother ended my football
career before it even got
started. I probably would have
made the team, too. Of course,
it is rather difficult to maintain
positions both in the band and
on the football team.”
Following his graduation
from high school, Packer
en t e r e d F l o r i d a A & M
University (FAMU) to earn a
degree in history and political
science. On scholarship from
the Reserve Officers Training
Corps (ROTC), Packer
graduated as a Second
Lieutenant and went into the
Army. His first assignment
was at Ft. Bragg, NC in the
Airborne and Ranger
Divisions.
Not only did he learn to
jump out of planes safely, but
he also learned how to fight to
protect our citizens as well as
those in Vietnam. His tours of
duty included time in
Germany and Korea. Within
the United States, he was
stationed in Fort Knox,
K e n t u c k y, F o r t B e n n i n g ,
Georgia, and Los Angeles.

Wh i l e i n C a l i f o r n i a ,
Packer attended the University
of California and received a
master’s degree in history. He
also graduated from the
Army’s
Command
and
General Staff College with a
specialty degree in Strategic
Operations. Following those
activities, Packer taught
African-American History at
West Point and served at the
Pentagon in Operational
Services.
Military and academics
have always been high on
Packer’s list of concerns, but
he is very serious about family
relationships. When he and
his brothers were growing up,
his parents insisted that they
spent time together and were
supportive of each other. That
has carried over into today’s
activities.
“T h e n a n d n o w,” s a i d
Packer, “my brothers have
been two of my best friends.
Every Saturday is family
time.” In addition to spending
time with his wife and
daughter, he and his brother,
Tom, have breakfast together
on the first Saturday of each
month (His brother William
passed away a few years ago).
After the brother to brother
time, there is bowling, bike
riding, or watching movies
with Mrs. Packer and their

daughter, Jacki, a Carwise
Middle School eighth grade
student. Their sons, Anthony
and Jaden, are now adults and
the parents of three adorable
grandchildren.
“My family used to own a
tr u c k i n g c o m p a n y, ” s a i d
Packer. “That is what I did
after leaving the Army. We
also had a building restoration
company. Buildings that went
through fires and other
disasters were rebuilt and or
restored to their former
condition. I was the president,
and we had 35 employees. We
lived in Minnesota at that time.
My brothers had settled in St.
Petersburg, so I finally moved
to Pinellas County too. There
is no keeping the Packer
brothers apart,” Packer joked.
Jack Packer is also a
published author. His first
book, “The Human Factor,”
was published in 2009. He just
finished his second book, with
some themes and characters
from the first book. “It is an
action thriller with CIA
espionage. There is violence,
so the faint of heart need to be
aware,” he noted.
Packer is an assistant
director in the Pinellas
Technical Education Centers
(PTEC). He and his family are
members of Mt. Olive A.M.E.
Church in Clearwater.

County Commissioners
Connect With Citizens At
Community Forum
SEMINOLE - Citizens
shared their views and vision
for the future of Pinellas
County Tuesday night at the
Community Forum, hosted by
the county in partnership with
the Seminole campus of St.
Petersburg College. The forum
was held at the college’s
Digitorium, and started with an
open house for county commissioners and the county administrator to meet and speak with
citizens.
The commissioners and
administrator then became part
of the panel for an online
eTownHall. Attendees of the
forum were invited to be a part
of the live audience for Pinellas
County’s interactive event.
F o r a n h o u r, p a n e l i s t s
answered questions that were
sent in via the blog, phone,
Twitter and from the audience
at the event. Dick Crippen
served as moderator.

The Pinellas County
Community Forum was the
kickoff to the FY2013 budget
outreach, which focuses on
developing strategies to define
the future of the community
and the services that the county
provides.
As county commissioners,
k e y c o u n t y o ff i c i a l s a n d
community leaders work on the
development of the first stages
of a strategic plan. Citizens are
being asked to help formulate
strategies for the community’s
future as they share their vision
and their views on the services
that county government should
provide.
Upcoming opportunities
for citizens’ input include two
budget information sessions;
Thursday, May 10, 5 p.m.,
Safety Harbor City Hall, 750
Main St. and Tuesday, May 15,
5 p.m., St. Petersburg City Hall,
175 Fifth St.

Tuesday night’s community
forum was the first time that
Pinellas County hosted the
e To w n H a l l w i t h a l i v e
audience. The eTownHall was
streamed live on www.pinellascounty.org/eTownHall, where a
video of the presentation is
available for viewing. The
meeting was also aired on PCCTV and made available via
phone. In addition, 65,000
phone calls were made to
residents, inviting them to participate in the forum.
For more information on
Pinellas County services and
programs, visitwww.pinellascounty.org, now with LiveChat,
or create a shortcut to
www.pinellascounty.org/mobil
e on any smartphone. Pinellas
County government is on
F a c e b o o k , Tw i t t e r a n d
YouTube. Pinellas County
complies with the Americans
with Disabilities Act.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Warehouse District Gets Fresh Coat Of Paint

ST. PETERSBURG - Local
artists are banding together to
revive the Warehouse District
despite the city’s reduction of
funds.
The 1.2 square mile
quadrant encased between First
Avenue North, 10th Avenue
South, 16th Street South and
31st Street South is officially
branded the Warehouse Arts
District, one of downtown St.
Petersburg’s newest emerging
art scenes.
Influential in the movement
is Duncan McClellan, a local
glass artist whose desire is to
turn St. Petersburg into an economically thriving art
community. According to
McClellan the goal of the arts
district is to create an arts destination with its own character; to
become a place where art is
made, not just sold and shown.
This plan began when
former Mayor Rick Baker kick
started McClellan into branding
the neighborhood after seeing
McClellan’s renovations of an
old fish processing plant at
2 3 4 2 Em er s on Ave. S .
McClellan was able to turn a
warehouse into a working
studio, usable gallery and functional living space using
$ 7 0 0 , 000 of his mone y.
Mc Clellan’s f uture plans
include opening a hot shop
across the street from the
warehouse as well as creating a
gl a s s- blow ing s chool by
encouraging more building
conversions among his

Local glass artist Duncan McClellan transformed
an old fish processing plant into a studio, gallery and
living space in the Warehouse District. McClellan
has purchased the building across the street and painted
it the identical slate green in hopes of turning it into
a hot shop to further expand his business.

protégés.
“After I had fully settled in,
we started calling the area the
Warehouse Arts District and it
managed to catch on,”
McClellan said. “Rick Baker
couldn’t have been more
correct in that once we got the
momentum going the rest
seemed to take care of itself.”
Included in the quadrant is
the newly relocated ArtPool
gallery at 20th Street and
C e ntra l Aven u e. M ari n a
Williams, owner of ArtPool,
opened the gallery/vintage shop
to create a space where artists
could collaborate and explore
various forms of expression.
Williams has already hosted
four events in her new space
and added an extra gallery to
her now expanded layout.
“Our new location has
really helped elevate our level
of professionalism and definitely gives us more of an

advantage to have a visual
impact on the community,”
Williams said.
“The Dali and Chihuly
museums can get them here but
the 225 working artists in the
Warehouse Arts District can
keep them here,” McClellan
said. “My goal is to get visitors
to spend the night so they’ll
pump money into our local
economy by filling up hotels
and eating at restaurants while
becoming interested in where
art is made, not just sold and
shown.”
According to McClellan,
funding from the city to help
develop the arts is little to none.
Striving for a third year as
American Style Magazine’s
No. 1 mid-sized city art destination, city council members still
lack the motivation and money
to put toward the art
community, especially the
underdeveloped areas like the

Warehouse Arts District said
McClellan.
“The city of St. Petersburg
is very keen on having the arts
redevelop areas. Where I have a
disagreement with the city is
with their lack of motivation for
funding the endowment for the
arts,” McClellan said.
The city used to provide
more than $600,000 in cultural
art grants, but in recent years
that funding has been cut to
$175,000, according to city
council member Leslie Curran.
“The city is looking at
starting an arts endowment, but
to really jump-start the process,
a considerable amount of
money will have to be put forth
in order to gain any real
interest,” Curran said.
“The endowment has been
a tough one to sell. On one end
you have a city council that
really likes the idea of the arts
and the economic impact and
the fact that we were for two
years in a row named the No. 1
mid-sized arts city by American
Style Magazine, but on the
other hand they do not want to
put any more funding towards
it,” Curran said.
Neighborhood News Bureau
(NNB) is a working newsroom,
staffed by USF St. Petersburg
undergraduate and graduate journalism students. NNB serves
Midtown and surrounding communities. To report your community
news, call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Online at
nnbnews.com

Special Assignment Request Dates
Now Through April 23

Pinellas County Schools
Open Enrollment Period has a
new name, Special Assignment
Request period. The Special
Assignment Request period is an
opportunity for parents who
would like to request another
school other than their child’s
assigned school for the 2012-13
school year.
There will be a limited
number of seats available during
the Special Assignment Request
period due to class size.
To participate, parents will
need to log into the district’s
Student Reservation System
(SRS) on the district’s website,
www.pcsb.org, by using their
User ID and password between
April 9-23.

If parents do not have a User
ID and password, they may visit
any nearby school to get one. If
parents already have a User ID
and password for another child in
their family, they do not need a
new one.
Students will not lose their
current seat by requesting another
school. Incoming kindergarteners
and other students new to the
district in 2012-13 must be
enrolled in a school (registered, not
just a reservation) to participate.
Parents need to be aware of
the following facts it they decide
to participate in open enrollment:
Incoming kindergarteners,
6th and 9th graders will be
assigned to their zoned school for
2012-13. During the Special

Assignment Request period,
parents may request to have
siblings assigned to the same
school next year provided there is
a seat available.
If a parent requests a change
in a school assignment for their
non-zoned child during the
Special Assignment Request
period and receives the new
school assignment, their child
will not receive school bus transportation unless the requested
school is their zoned school and
the student lives more than two
miles from that school.
Students who are assigned to a
non-zoned school as a Special
Assignment Request are assigned
for one year. Parents must make an
annual request to remain each year.

All assignments will be
made on a space-available basis
and parents will be notified by
phone by May 18.
The first day of school for
next school year is Monday, Aug.
20. Students must be five years
old on or before Sept. 1, to attend
kindergarten.
For more information about
the registration process or the
Special Assignment Request, call
student assignment, 727-5886210, or visit the district website
at www.pcsb.org.

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

Friday and Saturday, April 20 & 21 – Health Summit 2012.
Collaborative event led by the St. Petersburg Branch NAACP.
The event will be held at Bethel Community Church located
at 2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg. Registration at 7:30 a.m.
and the days activities will begin promptly at 9 a.m. A
Continental Breakfast will be provided to the participants.
Friday, April 27 - Stand Against Racism 6 - 8 p.m. Free!
YMCA of Tampa Bay proudly presents the 4th Annual Stand
Against Racism event 2012: “Standing Our Ground Against
Racism.” Race and the legacy of discrimination continue to
affect our lives - whether in our everyday interactions with
others at work, school, or in our neighborhoods and communities. The event will include subject matter experts, dialogue,
film clips, entertainment and refreshments. Join us and be
part of the solution.
Ongoing - Enroll now! Summer Peace Camp at Happy
Workers Learning Center, Inc., 920 19th St S, St. Petersburg.
Call: 727-894-5337. Starts June 11 for 10 weeks. 6:30 a.m. –
5 p.m. daily. Free T shirt! Fun planned activities indoors and
outdoors to encourage health, education, the arts, recreation
and tenacity of spirit! Field trips weekly, Rays games too,
picnics, music, museums – Fine Arts, Clay Factory, Dali
Museum, Great Explorations, Sunken Gardens etc.
Breakfast, lunch and afternoon snack daily. CCC accepted.
Free slots for 23 children if parents are eligible and meet
financial criteria.
Current - The College Fund of Pinellas County is looking for
graduating seniors who have been accepted to college for
the Fall. They must be registered as full-time students and will
be awarded based on financial need, academic ability and
motivation. More info is available at www.collegefundpinellas.org or your counselor. The deadline is the end of July.
Current - Bright House Networks Volunteer Youth Awards
honors local high school students who contribute to their
community. 20 students will be selected to win a laptop
computer. Students, grades 9-12 with a minimum of a 2.5
GPA and 50 volunteer hours may qualify. You can go to
www.brighthouse.com/community for an application.

www.TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed???

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

Classified Ads Work!!
Call (727) 896-2922

General Admission: $20 • VIP: $30
Children’s tickets available at the door only.

CLASSIFIED
PERSONAL ASSISTANT IS URGENTLY NEEDED. Good salary.
He or she must be over 18 years old. Interested applicants should
email bendaton@live.com.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Community Spotlight

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: biography.com and avaduvernay.com

By Emma Cavin • Special to the Challenger

Amiri Baraka

Essie Alford Williams
Mother, Grandmother, Cook

Essie Alford Williams is a
native of Perry, GA. She and her
husband, Felton Williams (now
deceased) came to St. Petersburg
shortly after the birth of their third
child, back in the sixties. They
were seeking the warmer climate
and better jobs to provide for their
small family. They got fairly good
jobs, and their small family began
to grow…and grow…and grow.
Before long, there were 10
children, six girls and four boys.
But Williams was always calm,
patient, and methodical. Rarely did she get upset
or even raise her voice. Somehow, a special look or
the tone used to call a name was all she needed to
maintain control. She taught even the youngest to
contribute to the orderliness of the household. The
Williams brothers and sisters learned that working
was an expected task, so the older children
completed their chores and helped the younger
ones to complete theirs, including homework.
Lessons from their childhood have followed the
Williams siblings into adulthood. Every one of them
completed high school. Most of them went to college,
military service, or trained for special positions in the
medical field or other hands-on vocations.
Their occupations today span a wide range.
From city employment to hospitals, newspapers,
roofing, management, and banking, all of them are
employed and have been successful in their careers.
“We did not plan to have that many children, but
God gave them to us and He gave us what we
needed to provide for them. It was not always easy,
but we showed them love, disciplined them as they
needed it, and taught them the value of working for
what they want and need,” said Williams.
“My husband made sure that there was food
for us to eat and I cooked it. I also taught all of my

children to cook, clean, and show
respect to others. Attending
church was a big part of it all.”
Baking and cooking were a
part of Williams’ job when she
was working. Often she cooked
for families or baked cakes and
pies for employers, neighbors
and friends. Sometimes she was
paid; other times, she just fed
whoever showed up for a meal
or seemed to be hungry.
Today, she and her daughters
and daughters-in law frequently
invite friends to join them at their family
dinners. Grandchildren are also involved in the
cooking tasks, learning to take over as they see
their grandmother getting tired.
“Some of them just like to come by to eat,” said
Williams, “but a couple of them want to know how
to cook greens and make potato salad or pies the
way their mothers and I do. My sons are kings of
the grill, so they often handle the meat. I really
enjoy them, messy kitchen and all,” said Williams.
Traveling to see her family back in Georgia
or Miami used to be something Williams looked
forward to during the summers and school
breaks, when her children were growing up.
Now, she enjoys going to the mall, watching television movies with her grandchildren, or being
taken to lunch by one of her sons or daughters,
who just want to give her a break.
Just last month, all of her children and
grandchildren and friends helped her to
celebrate her birthday. The only bit of sadness
was felt when she thought about her husband,
her two deceased grandchildren, and her oldest
daughter, who passed away last November. “We
truly miss them so much. Still, life is good, and
I am thankful to be living it,” said Williams.

Caring
for the

Soul

BY VIKKI T. GASKIN-BUTLER, M.DIV., PH.D.

Where do we draw the line when it comes to
violence? As we pass through another Easter
season, I cannot help but think about the violent
death of the Messiah. Crucifixion was a horrible
way to die – reserved for the worst criminals. It
involved nailing someone to a cross until the
person eventually died.
As I reflect on the violence in our world today,
I think of Trayvon Martin and the men who were
recently killed in Oklahoma. Although it may not
be popular to characterize their deaths in this way,
it appears to me that they were crucified. They all
died horrible, painful deaths.
When will we stop the violence in our world?
What must we do to make a difference – in our
homes, in our schools, in our communities? Our

children will stop fighting in school when we stop
fighting at home, in our workplaces and in our
communities. Fighting does not necessarily mean
exchanging physical blows. We often use words
and gestures to fight without touching each other.
Our society is in need of soul care. We need
some folks who have resurrection faith – faith that
depends on the resurrection of the cross that makes
us new creatures. We need a resurrection of faith
that perhaps makes us less violent, or even nonviolent. We need a faith that translates into a society
where violence is abhorred and nonviolence is
lauded. Our children are depending on us to do
right by them so they can live in a world in which
they do not have to fear for their lives – a world in
which they do not have to fear crucifixion.

Amiri Baraka was born
Everett LeRoi Jones in
N e w a r k , N e w J e r s e y, o n
October 7, 1934. His father,
Colt LeRoy Jones, was a postal
supervisor; Anna Lois Jones,
his mother, was a social
worker. He attended Rutgers
University for two years,
then transferred to Howard
University, where in 1954 he
earned his B.A. in English. He
served in the Air Force from
1954 until 1957, then moved to
the Lower East Side of
Manhattan. There he joined a
loose circle of Greenwich
Village artists, musicians, and
writers. The following year he
married Hettie Cohen and
began co-editing the avantgarde literary magazine Yugen
with her. That year he also
founded Totem Press, which
first published works by Allen
Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and
others.
He published his first
volume of poetry, “Preface to a
Twenty-Volume Suicide Note,”
in 1961. From 1961 to 1963 he
was co-editor, with Diane Di
Prima, of The Floating Bear, a

literary newsletter. His increasing hostility toward and
mistrust of white society was
reflected in two plays, “The
Slave and The Toilet”, both
written in 1962. 1963 saw the
publication of “Blues People:
Negro Music in White
America”, which he wrote, and
“The Moderns: An Anthology
of New Writing in America”,
which he edited and introduced. His reputation as a playwright was established with the
production of Dutchman at the
Cherry Lane Theatre in New
York March 24, 1964. The controversial play subsequently
won an Obie Award (for “best
off-Broadway play”) and was
made into a film.
In 1965, following the
assassination of Malcolm X,
Jones repudiated his former life
and ended his marriage. He
moved to Harlem, where he
fo u n d e d t h e B l a c k A r t s
Repertory Theatre/School. The
company, which produced
plays that were often anti-white
and intended for a black
audience, dissolved in a few
months. He moved back to
Newark, and in 1967 he
married African American poet
Sylvia Robinson (now known
as Amina Baraka).
In 1968, Baraka became a
Muslim, changing his name to
Imamu Amiri Baraka.
(“Imamu” means “spiritual
leader.”) He assumed leadership of his own black Muslim
organization, Kawaida. From
1968 to 1975, Baraka was
chairman of the Committee for
Unified Newark, a black united
front organization. In 1969 , his
Great Goodness of Life

became part of the successful
“Black Quartet” off-Broadway,
and his play Slave Ship was
widely reviewed. Baraka was a
founder and chairman of the
Congress of African People, a
national Pan-Africanist organization with chapters in 15
cities.
In 1974 Baraka adopted a
Marxist Leninist philosophy
and dropped the spiritual title
“Imamu.” In 1983, he and
Amina Baraka edited
“Confirmation: An Anthology
of African-American Women”,
which won an American Book
Aw a r d f r o m t h e B e f o r e
Columbus Foundation, and in
1987 they published “The
Music: Reflections on Jazz and
Blues.”
Amiri Baraka’s numerous
literary prizes and honors
include fellowships from the
Guggenheim Foundation and
the National Endowment for
the Arts, the PEN/Faulkner
Awa r d , t h e R o c k e f e l l e r
Foundation Award for Drama
and many more. Baraka has
taught poetry at the New
School for Social Research in
New York, literature at the
University of Buffalo, and
drama at Columbia University.
He has also taught at San
Francisco State University,
Yale University and George
Washington University. Since
1985 he has been a professor of
Africana Studies at the State
University of New York in
Stony Brook. He is co-director,
with his wife, of Kimako’s
Blues People, a community arts
space. Amiri and Amina
Baraka live in Newark, New
Jersey.

Florida Tax Credit Scholarship

A state-supported scholarship for economically disadvantaged K-12 students got a
boost from the Florida
Legislature last week, and
applications are now open for
the fall.
The program, called the
F l o r i d a Ta x C r e d i t
Scholarship, provides annual
scholarships worth up to a
projected $4,335 that can be
used at more than 1,300
private schools statewide or
$500 scholarships to cover
transportation costs to a public
school in another county.
To qualify, new applicants
must meet the household
income guidelines for the
federal school lunch program.
For a family of four, that
income limit for the 2012-13
school year is $42,643.
Students entering grades 2-12
must have attended a Florida
public school in the current
s c h o o l y e a r, t h o u g h a
provision approved by the
Legislature and awaiting the
governor’s signature would
limit the prior-public school
attendance requirement to
students entering grades 6-12.
Demand for the scholarship has soared, with enroll-

ment more than tripling in the
past seven years and reaching
38,375 this school year. The
scholarship program is
financed by contributions
from corporations that receive
a dollar-for-dollar state tax
credit. The tax-credit limit for
the current year is $175
million, and lawmakers agreed
last week to increase it to $229
million next year in order to
reduce a waiting list that
reached 13,000 students at one
point this year. That cap
increase bill is headed to Gov.
Rick Scott, a strong supporter
of the program.
“We are excited to be able
to serve more students,” said
Doug Tuthill, president of Step
Up For Students, a nonprofit
that administers the scholarship program. “With this kind
of support from the Legislature
and from corporations, our
goal is to eliminate the waiting
list and serve any student
whose parent thinks this is the
best option for her child.”
Applications for the scholarship are currently available
online at www.StepUpFor
Students.org and information
is available at the scholarship
hotline, 1-877-735-7837.

Scholarships are available on
first-approved, first-awarded
basis.
The scholarship program
was created in 2001, and this
year is serving students whose
average household income is
only 12 percent above poverty.
Two-thirds of the students are
black or Hispanic, three-fifths
come from single-parent
homes, and state research has
determined that they were
among the lowest performing
students in the public schools
they left behind. The most
recent academic report, in
August, found their test scores
gains in reading and math kept
pace with students of all
income levels nationally and
were modestly higher than
low-income students
remaining in public schools.
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ENTERTAINMENT
Jury Selection In Hudson
Family Murder Trial

BY MICHAELTARM
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
Museum African American
History Museum Celebrates JAM
JAM is an acronym for Jazz Appreciation
Month which has been designated as the month of
April. In honor of JAM, the Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African American History Museum is presenting
several activities. One of the activities being
presented is a series of “Jazz Chats”.
“Jazz Chats” is the brainchild of Celeste Davis,
daughter of well-known St. Petersburg residents
Mozelle Davis and community activist Vryle
Davis. Davis is also a former Area School
Superintendent and founder of the Ebony Scholars
Academic Club, Inc.
Celeste Davis has put together an extremely
interesting and educational program geared
towards the History of Jazz. The program consists
of a series of discussions every Thursday during
the month of April centered on excerpts from the
video “Jazz” by Ken Burns. Presentations and discussions take place Thursday nights beginning at 7
sharp. They are hosted by four of St. Petersburg’s
leading jazz aficionados: Dwayne White, jazz
trumpeter and music educator who hosted last
week’s “Jazz Chats,.” Kenny Walker, jazz bassist
will host the night of April 19, Eric Deggans,
Tampa Bay Times columnist and jazz drummer
will host the final evening of April 26 and yours
truly will host the evening of April 12.
The complete jazz program includes a jazz
event for the entire family starting at noon and
lasting until 2 p.m., Saturday, April 21 with the
theme of “Under the Oaks” at the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African American History Museum. It
will be a one-day event designed to involve
parents, children, youth performers and music
lovers of all ages promoted and hosted by the Al
Downing Tampa Bay Jazz Association.
Also scheduled as part of the celebration of
JAM will be the Al Downing Tampa Bay Jazz
Association’s scholarship winners and veteran
musicians of note performing in concert. This very
special event will be hosted by the Al Downing
Tampa Bay Jazz Association and the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African-American History Museum at
the Side Door Cabaret – Palladium Theater – 253

Fifth Ave. N., Sunday, April 29 at 3 p.m. For additional information, call 727-323-1104; or email
info@woodsonmuseum.org or visit the Downing
website at www.aldowningjazz.com.
At last week’s first “Jazz Chats”, hosted by
Dwayne White, excerpts from the Ken Burns’Jazz
video were shown. White encouraged the audience
to participate in an open discussion and led with
them questions that stimulated easy conversation.
Our evening’s Jazz Chat included a basic introduction to New Orleans and its connection to jazz
music. White claimed that jazz was created in New
Orleans due to it being a central seaport with a
heavy influx of visitors, in addition to being the
gateway into America for the prospering slave
trade (early 1800s). However, Jazz was not derived
from only one thing. It is hybrid of the mix that
went into the mixing pot. Into the pot were ingredients of varying proportions including African
music brought over by the slaves, European music,
marching brass band music popular during the
Civil War, various French and Spanish influences
creating a cross cultural mix which resulted in the
musical stew called “Jazz.”
Specific jazz musicians were also discussed,
i.e. Joe “King” Oliver, Jelly Roll Morton, Lil
Hardin, Buddy Bolden, Scott Joplin, and of course
Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong. Many of these same
jazz musicians will be discussed at length tonight
at the Jazz Chat. But, the focus will be on
Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong and Edward “Duke”
Ellington. Whether or not you’re a jazz aficionado
or beginner there will be something to learn, so
make a point to be there to participate in a discussion about “our” music.
Rem em b er t o “Keep J azz Al i v e” b y
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit my
website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email
me at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail
your letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The
Weekly Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

CHICAGO (AP) - A judge
will question would-be jurors as
jury selection begins in earnest
Monday at the Chicago trial of
the man accused of murdering
singer and Oscar winning
actress Jennifer Hudson’s
mother, brother and nephew.
Selecting 12 jurors and six
alternates able to set aside
sympathy for the Hollywood
star and assess guilt only
according to evidence presented
in court against William Balfour
could pose a major challenge.
Judge Charles Burns will
aim to weed out anyone who
might be swayed by the 30-yearold Hudson’s celebrity, though
he’s unlikely to automatically
exclude Hudson fans if they can
convince him their biases won’t
affect their deliberations.
Attorneys won’t necessarily share the judge’s goal,
seeking, instead, to keep jurors
likely to favor their arguments.
Even at trials where
celebrity doesn’t loom as a
factor, jury selection is critical.
A lone holdout during deliberations on a verdict can lead to a

hung jury, forcing a retrial.
If convicted, Balfour, who
is also 30, faces a maximum
life sentence. Burns told
would-be jurors last week that
anyone opposed to capital punishment need not worry
because Illinois abolished the
death penalty this year.
Once testimony begins, court
officials say Hudson is expected
to attend every day of the trial.
She is on a 300-name list of
potential witnesses, though it’s
not certain she will testify.
While the judge will warn
jurors to avoid watching news
coverage about the case, they may
see Hudson in a scheduled appearance this Thursday on “American
Idol,’’ where she first rose to fame
as a contestant in 2004.
The judge and attorneys
have signaled they are well
aware Hudson’s presence and
the media hubbub could affect
the proceedings.
Nine of 66 questions on a
questionnaire the would-be
jurors were asked to fill out
last week dealt with Hudson’s
career. One asked if they’d
ever seen her Academy Awardwinning film “Dreamgirls.’’
Hudson, who was not in

Jennifer Hudson

Chicago at the time of the killings,
told investigators she was in
touch with her mother almost
every day and became concerned
when she couldn’t reach her by
late morning on Oct. 24, 2008.
Hours later, the bodies of
her mother, Darnell Donerson,
57, and brother, Jason Hudson,
29, were found shot to death in
the family home. The body of
her 7-year-old nephew, Julian
King, was found days later in
an SUV several miles away.
Balfour’s lawyers have said
the evidence is circumstantial. But
prosecutors say the proof includes
gun residue found on his car’s
steering wheel, and that testimony
will show he lied about his whereabouts the day of the murders.

Mike Wallace Even
Made Black History

CBS News legend Mike
Wallace, the 60 Minutes’ pitbull reporter whose probing,
brazen style made his name
synonymous with the tough
interview, died Saturday night.
Among his many accomplishments, Wallace played a role
in shaping black history early in
his career. In 1959, Wallace
helped create “The Hate That
Hate Produced,” a highly
charged, hour-long documentary
about the Nation of Islam that
helped bring Malcolm X to
national attention. Airing on New
York’s WNTA-TV, it was based
on a series of five half-hour
installments compiled from
footage delivered to Wallace by
black journalist Louis Lomax.
In “Malcolm X: A Life of

Reinvention,” published last
year, the late scholar Manning
Marable wrote, “It was probably
fortunate that Malcolm was out
of the country when the
programs appeared, because they
sparked a firestorm. Civil rights
leaders, sensing a publicity
disaster, could not move quickly
enough to distance themselves.
“Malcolm himself thought
the show had demonized the
Nation, and likened its impact to
‘what happened back in the 1930s
when Orson Welles frightened
America with a radio program
describing, as though it was
actually happening, an invasion
by ‘men from Mars.’“ But part of
Malcolm always believed that
even negative publicity was better
than none at all.

“The intense publicity
changed the lives of nearly
everyone connected with the
series. It gave Wallace the break
he needed; the national exposure
led to an offer from a group of
Westinghouse-owned stations to
cover the 1960 presidential
campaign, and in three years he
was hosting the national
morning news for CBS.”
When Wallace retired in
2006, the late CBS correspondent
Ed Bradley told Journal-isms he
learned a lot from Wallace, particularly the value of listening.
“People have a tendency to
talk too much” when conducting
a television interview, feeling the
need to fill dead air, Bradley said.
“The most difficult thing to learn
how to do is to listen.”
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STATE & NATIONAL
Evicted 101-Year Old
Grandmother Gets Home Back

BYTHE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DETROIT - Baking cookies
never seemed as sweet for 101-yearold Texana Hollis as it did on last
Wednesday, when she was tearfully
allowed back into the home her
husband bought after World War II
following her eviction seven months
ago.
Foreclosure initially forced
Hollis from the home where she’d
spent six decades of her life, then
federal officials wouldn’t let her
move back in because of its dilapidated condition. That’s when Detroit
Free Press columnist Mitch Albom
and his charity stepped in, and
convinced volunteers and businesses to do the same.
“God bless everyone who had a
hand in this,” Hollis said, tears
swelling in her eyes, after she reentered the home.
One of her first tasks: Trying out
the new stove to bake sugar and
chocolate chip cookies, which she
lifted off a tinfoil-covered baking
sheet using a new spatula and
carefully placed into a tin.

Albom and his charities helped
renovate Hollis’house after buying it
from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development.
Albom spent $30,000 - much of it
out of his own pocket - on the
project, and more than 100 volunteers spent months putting in new
flooring, drywall, appliances and
even a portion of the roof.
“I promised Texana that all she
has to do is just stay alive and give us
another 101 years,” he said after
pushing Hollis up a newly constructed wheelchair ramp and into the
gleaming home. “She will never
lose this house again.”
When asked about the changes
inside the house, where rooms were
painted in soft shades of blue, green
and yellow and decorated with
welcoming bouquets of flowers, he
jokingly answered: “It would
probably be easier to tell you what’s
old.”
Hollis was evicted Sept. 12 and
her belongings placed outside after
her son failed to pay property taxes
linked to a reverse mortgage. HUD
foreclosed on the home. Two days

later, the federal agency said she
could return - but then blocked her
from moving in after an assessment
determined the house was unsanitary and unsafe.
Hollis’ son took out the reverse
mortgage for the $32,000 assessed
value of the property, an option that
HUD permits for the elderly. HUD
took control of the mortgage after
the amount paid to the family
exceeded the value of the house in
2006.
Nedal Tamer, whose construction business did much of the work,
said the structure was in “terrible”
condition but underwent a successful remodeling thanks to many businesses and individuals who stepped
up. Guardian Alarm, for example,
installed security and medical monitoring systems for free that typically
cost around $750.
The result was emotional for
everyone who watched as the happy
centenarian returned to her home.
“God is so good,” said Hollis,
who is now looking forward to her
next big day: Her 102nd birthday
next month.

Groundbreaking Black NY
Journalist Gil Noble Dies

BY FRANK ELTMAN
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK (AP) - Gil
Noble, the longtime host of
WABC-TV’s groundbreaking
public affairs program “Like It
Is,’’ on which he interviewed
such notables as Nelson
Mandela, Muhammad Ali and
Jesse Jackson, died last Thursday
at age 80.
The
television
station
announced the death of the
Emmy Award-winning journalist, who had a debilitating stroke
last summer, on its website.
“Gil Noble’s life and work
had a profound effect on our
society and culture,’’ WABC-TV
President and General Manager
Dave Davis said. “His contributions are a part of history and will
be remembered for years to
come.’’
Noble, who was black,
joined WABC-TV as a reporter
in 1967 and anchored the
station’s weekend newscasts the
following year. Also in 1968, he

became host of “Like It Is,’’
which focused on issues concerning African Americans.
He was equally as comfortable interviewing heads of state
such as Mandela or Zimbabwe
President Robert Mugabe as he
was interviewing entertainers
such as Harry Belafonte and Bill
Cosby or sports icons such as Ali
or Arthur Ashe.
Noble also created documentaries on luminaries such as
W.E.B. Du Bois, Malcolm X,
Martin Luther King Jr. and
Charlie Parker.
U.S. Rep. Charles Rangel, a
friend, said Noble’s legacy “will
continue as a trailblazer for
African Americans in journalism.’’
“For over forty years he was
perhaps the nation’s most
important black journalist,
bringing the struggle for civil
rights and black equality into the
homes
of
millions
of
Americans,’’ Rangel said.
Noble was the recipient of
seven Emmy awards and

received a lifetime achievement
award from the National
Association of Black Journalists.
He also received five honorary
doctorates and was cited with
more than 650 awards from
various community groups.
He had a passion for jazz and
was a member of the board of
directors of The Jazz Foundation
of America.
He is survived by his wife,
Jean, and five children. Funeral
services haven’t yet been
announced.
Gil Noble

FAMU Professor Leads Research Collaboration

TALLAHASSEE - It seems
everyone wants to know why
Huijun
Li
left
Harvard
University for Florida A&M
University to continue her
research on mental illness. When
asked why she chose to leave the
Ivy League institution after four
years to work at an historically
black college and university, she
chuckles, “I get asked that
question a lot.” Then, immediately her voice steadies and in a
more serious tone she explains
the decision as a choice between

faculty.
“The research focus of the
faculty members in the FAMU
psychology department matched
my interests,” said Li. “So, it is
relatively easier for me to build
research collaborations here
compared to Harvard.”
In fact, she enthusiastically
expresses
how
supportive
faculty have been. “From the
teaching, research and the
resources…I think it was a very
good choice for me to come to
FAMU.”

Last year, Li was a full-time
researcher at the Harvard
University Beth Israel Deaconess
Medical Center conducting multicultural competence training
seminars and clinical studies that
promote diversity in healthrelated research. She was also a
psychiatry instructor in the
Harvard Medical School. Today,
her time is split between teaching
two classes as an assistant
professor of psychology and conducting new research at FAMU
under a $250,000 grant funded

by the National Institute of
Mental Health.
The study, “Broadening the
Investigation of Prodromal
Psychosis to Different Cultural
Groups” examines mental health
disparity issues among adolescents and youth on an international domain. During the next
two years, FAMU will collaborate with the Shangai Mental
Health Center in Mainlaind
China and Harvard Medical
School to build research capacity
in a low-middle income country.

NEWS FROM
AFRICA
Kenyan
‘Innovation Hub’
To Receive
Major Grant
From Google
WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Search engine advertising giant
Google has singled out two
Nairobi-based projects for a
m a j o r gr ant, atte sting to
Kenya’s leadership as a global
hub for mobile phone applications and advanced technology
in Africa.
The grants are earmarked
for Innovation Hub (iHub), an
open space for web and mobile
p h o n e pr ogr amm ers, and
KENET, a non-profit institution
connecting schools with affordable high speed Internet. The
grant totals $337,000.
It is the second major grant
for Kenya’s technology sector.
The World Bank recently
announced a gift of $55 million
to help developers come up
with simple solutions for
everyday use especially in
health and education.
Kenya is now recognized as
a global leader in internet tech-

90 percent of Kenyan
adults have or have the use
of a mobile phone.

nology applications with the
second-fastest broadband on
the continent after Ghana.
“Mobile phone is considered the computer of Africa and
the de facto medium of communication,” said Mugo Kibati of
Vision 2030. Currently, about
90 percent of Kenyan adults
have or have the use of a mobile
phone.
Kenya is ranked 56 out of
139 countries worldwide in
terms of innovation by the
World Competitiveness Report
for 2010/11, putting the country
at par with Asian tigers

New First Lady To
Bring Senegalese
Traditions To
The Post

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Marieme Faye Sall, wife of
newly-elected President of
Senegal, Macky Sall, has been
described as a “daughter of the
land,” and the first woman of
Senegalese birth and ancestry
at the nation’s capital.
Al l S en eg al es e F i rs t
Ladies, with the exception of
fo rm er P res i d en t Ab d o u
D i o u f ’s w i f e , w h o w a s
S en eg al es e o f L eb an es e
descent, have been European.
A devout Muslim with
three children, she is rarely
seen at political events for her
husband. A close friend
described her as “a committed
housewife.” Media stories
predict she will burn
thiouraye, the ubiquitous
Senegalese incense, in the
palace and bring an African
flavor to the state residence.
While Mrs. Sall has
chosen to stay behind the
scenes in her husband’s career,
the number of women in nontraditional jobs is growing.

First woman of Senegalese
birth at the nation’s capital.

Two women entered the recent
campaign for president against
Abdoulaye Wade. Sow Sidibe
and Dieng Douma Diakhate
later gave their support to Sall.
Madame Sall was at her
husband’s side at swearing-in
ceremonies last week. Some
2,000 people attended the
affair in the gardens of a large
hotel in the seaside capital,
including 11 African heads of
state. It was followed by a
closed session of leaders on
the unfolding crisis in Mali,
whose democracy has been
upended after a coup.

“We chose China as the study
population because 30 percent of
its 3.1 billion inhabitants are
between the ages of 15 and 35,”
said Li. “Adolescents and young
adults are the most vulnerable to
mental health issues, especially
psychotic disorders.”
China is also Li’s homeland.
She grew up in the province of
Hebei and received a master’s
degree in applied linguistics
from Kunming University of
Science and Technology. After
teaching English as a second

language for 10 years, Li became
increasingly
interested
in
pursuing a career in psychology,
a field she says was very
minimal in China just 15 years
ago in terms of scope . She has a
doctorate in psychology from the
University of Arizona.
“Mental health is very
critical to the country and the
world,” said Li. “It is my professional goal to infuse my passion
and dedication to this field
within the communities that I
serve and to those in need.”

World Bank Likely
To Tap Nigerian
Woman Candidate
For Top Job

WWW.GLOBALINFO.ORG Western media pundits have all but
crowned Ms. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
of Nigeria for the position of World
Bank president. If selected, she
would be the first African to hold
the position traditionally held by a
U.S. citizen.
Nearly buried among the
encomiums, are the views of
skeptics that doubt that Ms.
Okonjo-Iweala would bring
enlightenment to an institution
more known for saddling developing countries with debt and structural adjustment plans that put
millions of public service
employees out of work.
“Not only has the World Bank
failed poor countries, with structural adjustment and other genteel
forms of developmental quackery,
but those countries have not
enjoyed equal voting power around
the very policies that affect them
most,” noted Desné Masie, writing
in the blog African Argument.
“There is no guarantee that
with Okonjo-Iweala as figurehead,
reform and fairness in the Bank’s
policies would be substantive. To
clamor for a World Bank president
from an emerging market is a
hollow exercise altogether,” Masie
asserts.
U.S. based educator Ikhide R.
Ikheloa adds: “As an institution, the
World Bank is an ancient bureaucratic relic whose time has come
and gone. Now it is mostly a mean
cudgel for meeting the West’s

Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala

imperial needs in developing
countries, aided by many of
Africa’s intellectual and political
elite.”
Ms. Okonjo-Iweala also faces
questions over a Wikileaks cable by
the U.S. Ambassador on the matter
of corruption. According to the
cable, the World Bank nominee
steered public contracts to her
brother worth up to $50 million.
She denies the charge.
Finally, as Minister of Finance
she supported the disastrous lifting
of subsidies on Jan. 1. This sparked
the nation’s largest mass movement
when 5 million Nigerians rallied
and marched to oppose the move.
Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala was
interviewed first for the job on April
9, followed by Colombia’s Jose
Antonio Ocampo and America’s
Jim Yong Kim. Aformal announcement is expected almost immediately, according to an inside source
at the Bank.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Boston College
Wins NCAA
Hockey Title

TA M PA ( A P ) Boston College is making
winning NCAA hockey
titles look easy.
Coach J er r y York
and star goalie Parker
Milner know how hard it
really is.
“You can’t buy one of
these championships,’’
York said Saturday night
after the Eagles beat
Ferris State 4-1 for their
fi ft h NCA A championship and third in five
seasons.
“You have to earn
them. And this team definitely earned it.’’
Milner, the Frozen
Four’s Most Outstanding
Player, made 27 of his 33
saves in the final two
periods.
“It’s hard to put it into
words because everyone
did their part and we
came together as a team,’’
Milner said. “You don’t
do this without contributions from everyone and
that’s what we got.’’
Steven Whitney
scored twice to help
Boston College (33-10-1)
finish with a 19-game
winning streak. The
Eagles outscored their
opponents 77-21 during
that span.
“ We knew Fe rris
State was going to be outstanding,’’ York said.
“They might not have the
name recognition, but we
knew how good they
were. We stayed patient
through the first two
periods. Parker was
extremely strong in net.
You can’t be measured
until you win that last
trophy. Now this team
can take its place among
the other championship
teams.’’
Ferris State (26-12-5)
w a s making its first
Frozen Four appearance.
“ Yo u c a n ’ t s a y
enough about what
Bo st on College has
accomplished,’’ Ferris
State coach Bob Daniels
said. “I think that’s a very
s p e c i al pr ogr am . It’s
going to be hard to
duplicate.’’
Paul Carey broke a tie
with a power-play goal
midway through the first

Parker Milner

period, redirecting Brian
Dumoulin’s blast from
left point to make it 2-1.
Johnny Ga udreau
also scored for Boston
College.
Garrett Thompson
scored for Ferris State.
Whitney opened the
scoring at 3:18 of the first
period, stealing a pass
and beating lunging
goalie Taylor Nelson.
Thompson tied it at 5:19,
and Carey put the Eagles
in front at 10:33.
Gaudrea u we av ed
through the Ferris State
defense to make it 3-1
with 3:02 left in the
game. He carried over the
blue line with two
defenders between him
and the net. The freshman
star went around one
defenseman, faked
forehand on the other
defender, then went to his
backhand and flicked a
shot from the edge of the
right circle. It got past
Nelson to the far post.
“That was a big-time
goal by a big-time
player,’’ York said.
Whitney added an
empty-net goal with 1:03
to go.
Boston College also
won national championships in 1949, 2001,
2008 and 2010. The
Eagles are the first
program to win three
titles in five years since
Denver accomplished the
feat with wins in 1958,
1960 and 1961.
Daniels said he felt
Ferris State represented
itself well.
“I felt very comfortable coming out of the
second period, but they
just had too much,’’
Daniels said. “I have zero
regrets about this. We did
the best we could. I have
zero regrets about how
they played and how they
performed.’’

Buccaneers
Sign DT Okoye
To 1-Year Deal

TAMPA (AP) - The
Buccaneers have signed
fre e agent def ensive
tackle Amobi Okoye to a
one-year deal.
The team announced
the move on Monday.
Financial terms were not
released.
Okoye, entering his
sixth season in the NFL,
played last year with the
Chicago Bears and his
first four with the
Houston Texans. He has
played in 78 of a possible
80 career regular season
games with 59 starts,

recording 165 tackles,
15.0 sacks, five passes
defense d, two for ced
fumbles and two fumble
recoveries.
He played in all 16
games for the Bears. He
recorded 4.0 sacks, 27
tackles and two tackles
for loss.
Okoye origina l l y
entered the league as a
first-round pick (10th
overall) of the Texans in
the 2007 NFL draft. That
year he set a franchise
rookie record with 5.5
sacks.

Darvish Wins ML Debut

BY STEPHEN HAWKINS

ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) Yu Darvish didn’t know how to
react when he walked off the
mound to a huge ovation from
Texas Rangers fans after his muchanticipated major league debut.
Darvish might want to get used
to tipping his cap, something he
didn’t realized was customary.
“I was not even aware of doing
that,’’ said Darvish, who went to
the dugout without acknowledging
the cheers. “I was in awe. Nothing
like an outing that I can be very
proud of, but even the outing that I
h ad , p eo p l e s t o o d u p an d
ap p l au d ed fo r m e. It ’s v ery
moving.’’
Darvish overcame a rough start
with some help from his powerful
offense and pitched into the sixth
inning to win his first start as the
Rangers rallied for an 11-5 victory
over the Seattle Mariners on
Monday night.
Even though Darvish gave up
four runs in the first - he walked
the leadoff batter on four pitches fans stood and screamed
“Yuuuuuu!’’ when he finally got
out of the inning on his 42nd pitch.
Imagine how loud and excited
they were when he came out of the
game, with two outs in the sixth
and Texas ahead to stay.
Once Darvish (1-0) settled
down Seattle added another run in
the second he retired 10 in a row
fo r t h e t wo -t i m e d efen d i n g

BRETT MARTEL

American League champions.
“Mentally, I was very calm,
but my body felt like it wanted to
go and go and go,’’ Darvish said
through his translator. “At the
beginning of the game, my mind
and my body kind of weren’t on
the same page. ... It was pretty
much a battle all night.’’
One thing Darvish already
knows about are those big bats in
Texas’ lineup. He knew if he could
string some zeroes together, they
would back him up.
And they did.
Nelson Cruz hit a three-run
homer in the third to tie the game
at 5. Mitch Moreland and Josh
Hamilton both went deep in the
fourth to give Darvish an 8-5 lead.
Ian Kinsler added a three-run
blast in the eighth, his second of
the season. After the game, the
second baseman said he had
agreed to a new $75 million, fiveyear contract. That deal is pending
a physical and would start next
season, replacing a $10 million
option the team had for 2013.
Darvish was Japan’s top
p i t ch er b e f o r e t h e R a n g e r s
committed more than $107 million
to acquire him, his guaranteed $56
million, six-year contract and a
more than $51 million posting fee
to his former team. Despite the
early struggles in his first start, the
25-year-old right-hander is undefeated in Texas.
“Going through warm-ups and
everything, he felt fine,’’ said

catcher Mike Napoli, sporting a
“Yu is my Homeboy’’ T-shirt after
the game. “He got out there and
was over-amped. I don’t think he
was scared, he was excited to be
out there.’’
There was a wild pitch in the
first thrown so hard that it ricocheted off the backstop right back
to Napoli.
Kyle Seager had a two-run
single and Miguel Olivo’s RBI
single reloaded the bases before
Munenori Kawasaki, an eight-time
All-Star in Japan who was the only
Ma r i n e r t o p r e v i o u s l y f a c e
Darvish, walked on four pitches.
“In the first inning, it just
seemed like he couldn’t get control
of his emotions. He checked
himself, and showed what kind of
battler and warrior he is,’’ manager
Ron Washington said. “He got us
into the sixth inning, almost
finished the sixth.’’
After No. 9 batter Brendan
Ryan was hit by a pitch with one
out in the third, Darvish retired the
next 10 batters before Dustin
Ackley walked and Ichiro Suzuki
singled with two outs in the sixth.
Alexi Ogando struck out Justin
Smoak to end the inning.
“He throws hard, that slider is
deceptive,’’ Ryan said of Darvish.
“I’m sure he’s going to pitch a lot
better than he did tonight, and I’m
sure he was not very satisfied with
it, but he settled down there in the
middle and gave them a chance to
close it out.’’

Yu Darvish

Darvish struck out five and
walked four while throwing 59 of
his 110 pitches for strikes. He gave
up eight hits.
Seattle starter Hector Noesi (01) only made it into the fourth. The
right-hander was gone after Napoli
drew a leadoff walk and Moreland
followed by pulling a 382-foot
homer down the right-field line for
a 7-5 lead.
Michael Young and Cruz had
consecutive two-out RBI singles in
the first off Noesi, but Seattle got
another run in the second when
Suzuki doubled and scored on a
double by Seager.
Notes: Erasmo Ramirez made
his major league debut relieving
Noesi. The right-hander allowed
only one run, Hamilton’s homer, in
his three innings. ... Neftali Feliz,
the Rangers’ closer-turned-starter,
makes his first start Tuesday night
against Seattle. He faces righthander Blake Beaven, the former
top prospect for the Rangers who
was traded to Seattle two seasons
ago in the Cliff Lee deal.

Goodell Upholds Penalties
In Saints Bounty Case

NEW ORLEANS (AP) - If the
Saints become the first NFL team
to play a Super Bowl on their
home field next season, they’ll do
it with an interim coach and some
new faces on defense.
NFL commissioner Roger
Goodell rejected on Monday an
appeal of coach Sean Payton’s
season-long suspension for his
role in the Saints’ bounty system,
clearing the way for New Orleans
to turn its focus on who should
take Payton’s place.
The replacement coach could
come from the Saints’ experienced
staff, or he could be someone from
outside the organization such as
Bill Parcells, Payton’s mentor
since their days together in Dallas.
The Saints did not immediately indicate how long they’ll take to
make a decision on a coach, but
they already have made roster
moves that could potentially
soften the blow if Goodell also
decides to suspend players who
participated in a program that paid
improper cash bonuses for hits
that knocked players out of games
or left them needing help off the
field.
The Saints have signed four
defensive players in free agency,
three of whom could step into
starting roles right away: linebackers Curtis Lofton and David
Hawthorne, and defensive tackle
Brodrick Bunkley. New Orleans
also signed former Rams linebacker Chris Chamberlain.
The NFL’s investigation found
that as many as 27 Saints
defenders from the past three
seasons may have taken part in the
cl u b ’s p ay -fo r-p ai n b o u n t y
system. Some of those being
investigated could include former

Saints who have signed elsewhere.
Given recent history, penalties
for at least some players are likely
to be tough, too.
While NFL veterans say offthe-books incentives have been
around for years, and some current
players claim tough talk about
hitting opponents so they are
injured happens in locker rooms
throughout the league, Goodell
responded to the Saints case by
handing
out
unprecedented
penalties.
Payton’s suspension starts
Monday and runs through the
Super Bowl, which - coincidentally - will be played in the
Superdome in February.
Goodell also affirmed suspensions of eight games for Saints
general manager Mickey Loomis
and six games for assistant head
coach Joe Vitt. He also kept in
place a $500,000 fine for the
franchise and the loss of draft
picks this year and next.
Loomis, who along with the
team declined to comment on
Monday, and Vitt begin their suspensions after the preseason ends.
Former defensive coordinator
Gregg Williams, who left the
Saints in January to join the St.
Louis Rams, ran the bounty
program and has been suspended
indefinitely. He did not appeal.
Suspensions for New Orleans
players who participated in the
bounty pool could be coming
within days.
The Saints case represents
perhaps the starkest example yet
of the sea change the NFL has
undergone since medical research
and media reports put a spotlight
on the long-term damage that can
be caused by concussions.
As recently as October 2009,
while testifying before Congress,

Goodell did not acknowledge a
link between head injuries on the
field and brain diseases later in
life. Now hundreds of NFL
retirees are suing the league for
health problems they say stem
from their playing careers.
The league has taken a series
of steps to better protect players in
the past couple of years, and just
last month expanded the definition
of “defenseless players’’ who may
not be hit in the head or neck and
cannot be hit by someone leading
with a helmet.
The league’s investigation
found that Williams’ bounty
system, which ran from 2009
through 2011, offered cash
payments of $1,500 for
“ k n o c k o u t s , ’’ i n w h i c h a n
opposing player was knocked out
of a game, or $1,000 for “cartoffs,’’ in which an opponent
needed help off the field. The
league has said the bounty pool
grew as large as $50,000.
The investigation found that
Payton initially lied about the
existence of a bounty program and
instructed his defensive assistants
to do the same.
Goodell showed some
leniency Monday, saying in a
statement if Payton, Loomis and
Vitt “embrace the opportunity and
participate in a constructive way,’’
he would consider reducing the
financial penalties on them. None
of them has been fined, but each
will lose significant income while
not being paid during the suspensions. Payton could lose more than
$6 million.
Goodell added he would
consider modifying the forfeiture
of the team’s 2013 second-round
draft choice, perhaps to a lower
round. But New Orleans still will
receive a draft penalty next year

and will lose this year’s secondround pick.
As for who might step in for
Payton, Parcells has said he would
consider coaching the Saints if
asked to help his former protege.
Parcells, who turns 71 in August
and most recently worked in
Miami’s front office, won two
Super Bowls with the New York
Giants and took the New England
Patriots to a Super Bowl, but has
not coached since retiring from the
Cowboys after the 2006 season.
If the Saints sought to hire
someone from outside the organization, the club would have to
interview a minority candidate to
comply with the NFL’s “Rooney
Rule.’’
The Saints also have three
strong candidates on their own
staff: offensive coordinator Pete
Carmichael, new defensive coordinator Steve Spagnuolo and
o ff e n s i v e l i n e c o a c h A a r o n
Kromer.
Vitt, too, could be candidate to
step in, as he did briefly last
season when Payton broke his leg,
but would need someone to fill in
for him during his suspension.
Because Loomis can remain
as GM until late summer, he will
oversee the draft in late April and
handle other roster moves through
the preseason. Loomis had been
told by Saints owner Tom Benson
to ensure that the bounty program
was dismantled, but the NFL said
he did not do enough.
Payton has said he laid out
plans for the offseason training
program and the late July
beginning of training camp. The
Saints play Arizona in the Hall of
Fame game Aug. 5 in Canton,
Ohio, the league’s first preseason
game.

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

First Baptist Institutional Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Tuesday Night Live - Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Holy Ghost Church of God
Purchased With His Blood, Inc.

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
C A L L F O R A Q U OT E :
727- 8 9 6 - 2 9 2 2

2901 5th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Sunday School: 10:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday Night Bible Study: 7:30 p.m.
Thursday Night: W.O.W. “Weapons of Warfare” 7:30 p.m.

Moore’s Chapel AME Church

Bishop L.J. Hicks, Pastor

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

3037 Fairfield Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-321-3187
Rev. James S. Cleare, Pastor

Pastor Cleare, and
wife Sis. April Cleare

“A New Season: GOD is doing more
at Moore’s Chapel AME Church”

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Church School...........................................Sunday 9:00 AM
“Where the Word of GOD is applied to Life”

Worship Service .......................................Sunday 10:30 AM
“Where the Word of GOD prepares us for Life”

Bible Study .........................................Wednesday, 7:00 PM
“Where the Word of GOD is explained for Life”

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

10th Street Church Of God

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship
Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

727-258-4993
www.ufcfwbc.com

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
B ro . R obe rt Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670
Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PROMOTE YOUR
CHURCH!
Call for
advertising rates today!
727-896-2922

CHURCH DIRECTORY
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

THE ROCK
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Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“The Ship – One Lord,
One Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friends hip M issiona ry
Baptist Church is a Family of
believers in Christ, reaching
out to the world, preaching the
gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of
Christ.
“2012 ~ God Never Fails”
Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to

happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to
open our doors. Friendships’
Morning Services starts at 7:45
and 10:45 Sunday School
begins at 9:30.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we
study the Book of Hebrews, Dr.

John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, Director of
Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33712. Our
telephone number: 727-9068300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:
www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church

Bethel Metropolitan
Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House in the City,”
under the leadership of Dr
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the
living Word of God. Join us at
9 a.m. for Sunday School and
at 10:15 a.m. worship service.
Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are
held Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Ch ri s t- center ed, P eoplecentered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching

ministry; wi t h p ri o ri t i es
focused on Love,
Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We cel eb rat e i n
worship, we care for one
another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible
both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to use our
Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
The Evangelism Ministry

will host an Evangelism
Workshop Saturday, April 7
from 9:30–11:00 a.m. Come
and sharpen your outreach
skills.
Sunrise Service will be
held Sunday, April 8 at 7:00
a.m. on the Sand Dollar
property. Join us as we
celebrate His resurrection.
“Deeper Into God’s Word
We Shall Delve In 2012” II
Timothy 2:15, 3:16-17
Telephone:727-327-0554
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com.
Website: www.bmmbc.org

United for Christ
Freewill Baptist Church

United for Christ FWB
Church invites you to their
Church and Pastor’s Anniversary
Kickoff scheduled for Sunday,
April 15. Guest speakers Rev.
Joseph Gordon at 11a.m., and 4
p.m. Pastor Frank Peterman and
the Rock of Jesus Missionary
Baptist Church congregation.

United for Christ invites
you to their Church and
Pastor’s 3rd Anniversary. The
following guest speakers and
churches will be on program.
Thursday, April 19, 7 p.m.
— Reverend Walter Jenkins
(Guest Speaker)
Friday, April 20, 7 p.m. —

Pastor Deborah Hill and New
Hope of Glory Ministries.
Sunday, April 22, 11 a.m.
— Reverend Ron BrownReach The UnReach Holiness
Church.
Sunday, April 22 — Pastor
Clark Hazley, Sr., Mt. Pilgrim
Missionary Baptist Church.

St. Mark African Methodist Episcopal Church
Rev. Keturah D. Pittman, Pastor
3631 22nd Ave. South, St. Petersburg, Fl 33711

“From Vision to Manifestation”
Church Dedication Service
Saturday, April 14th, 2012 at 12 p.m.
Speaker for the Hour
Bishop McKinley Young
Presiding Bishop of the Eleventh
Episcopal District
“Where there is no vision, the people perish…” Proverbs 29:18a

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Coming Events for the
Month of April 2012
April 15 - Church outing to
Mt. Calvary M. B. Church at 4

p.m.
April 17 - Church outing to
New Jerusalem M. B. Church at
7:30 p.m.
April 19 - One Church One
Child Foster Heart Link
Orientation Class 6-9 p.m.
April 22 - The Annual
General Mission “Red and
White” Fellowship at 4 p.m.
April 23 - The PIZZA
Ministry. All children are
welcome from 6-8 p.m.
April 25-28 - Congress No.
2-Hosted by St. John First
Baptist in Palmetto, FL
April 26 - One Church One
Child Heart Link Orientation
Class-6-9 p.m.
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is

each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited
to come out and study the Bible
with us and learn “What Baptist
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring from 4:30-6:00 p.m.
on Tuesdays and Thursdays.
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday at 7
p.m.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the world by
equipping believers to reach the
lost with the gospel of Jesus
Christ.”
April 10 - REACH Ministry
invites young adults ages 18 –
25 to join the Tuesday evening
bible study at 7.
April 11 – Join us for bible
study. Our noon lunchtime
session is a 30 minute study of
the Daily Word; and at 7 p.m.
we have an in-depth interactive
discussion on the sermon from
the previous Sunday.
April 15 – Join our youth
ministry in their next One80
church service as they discuss
the Trayvon Martin case. The
service will be held at 10 a.m. in
the Youth Chapel and everyone
is asked to bring a bag of
Skittles candy.

April 27–28 – Our Health
and Wellness Ministry will host
a Relay for Life team. Walker
registration will be each Sunday
after both services, or you may
register on-line at www.relayforlife.org/southstpetersburgfl.
Children
and
Youth
Ministries – If you are looking
for social outlets for your youth
ages 6 – 18, our Boy and Girl
Scouts meet every first, third,
and fifth Monday at 6:30 p.m.
They can also join our
Community Marching Band
and Flag Corp, under the
direction of Deon Bryant.
Contact the church at 894-4311
for more information.
CALLING ALL MEN OF
ZION – We are looking for men
to sing in the “Mother’s Day”
Choir, Sunday, Sunday, May

13th. Rehearsals: Tuesday’s at
6:45 p.m., in the main
sanctuary.
Mt. Zion Human Services –
Summer Youth Intern Program.
For applications call 727-8220443 or visit the Human
Services office. Ages 16 – 21 –
application deadline is May 7.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is now
social. Check-out the latest
events, ministry news, and more
by
following
us
on
FACEBOOK, TWITTER and
YOUTUBE. Visit our website
and let’s get connected today
today! www.MZProgressive.org
Mt.
Zion
Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

“Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatever things are of serious
concern, whatever things are righteous, whatever things are chaste, whatever
things are lovable, whatever things are well spoken of, whatever virtue there is
and whatever praiseworthy thing there is, continue considering these things.”
Philippians 4:8
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Academy Prep
Graduate
Dominates
the Court

Jerica Coley Ranked 3rd in Women’s NCAA,
Named Sunbelt Conference Play of the Year

Currently a sophomore at Florida International University,
Jerica Coley, Academy Prep Class of 2006, leads her team in
points as well as morale on the basketball court. Jerica, who is
ranked 3rd in the nation for overall points scored this season
in women’s NCAA basketball, was recently named Sunbelt
Conference Player of the Year. Despite her relatively short 5’7
stature, Jerica’s determination and skill allow her to easily
outperform taller, stronger, and faster players and make her a
natural leader for the team. Jerica’s inclination toward leadership was apparent six years ago, when she was a student at
Academy Prep Center of St. Petersburg. “She was a no
nonsense student from the start. Jerica always led by example
and had her priorities in line. She never gave less than 100%,
and her success has flourished due to this determination,” said
Elizabeth Perkins, Graduate Support Coordinator at Academy
Prep Center of St. Petersburg.
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